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Odyssey Atlanta is a transformational

academic experience designed to prepare,

inspire, and support Atlanta Public School

students with the knowledge and skills

they need to succeed from first grade

through college and beyond.

Since 2004, Odyssey has served thousands

of students from approximately 150

schools and has impacted clusters across

the district. In recent years, Odyssey

launched a plan to strengthen the overall

organization. This plan led to the

successful expansion of the donor base,

stronger relationships with partners like

the Atlanta Public Schools and a well-

defined instructional model to further

develop students, academically and

socially.

This year, Odyssey has expanded its

services even further and is pleased to

share that we are now connecting with

our families year-round in an effort to

meet our scholars where they are and to

provide them with the necessary support

they need to succeed throughout the

school year.  

OUR MISSION



Odyssey has taken a proactive role in addressing academic and social gaps.
The use of project-based learning and STEAM-infused curriculum has proven
instrumental in the development of our students. Odyssey has long been
recognized as a leader in project-based learning and prides itself on creating a
fun and exciting learning environment for its students that includes field trips,
and experiments and culminates in a final presentation that utilizes the skills
attained throughout the 6-week program.

100% of Odyssey students graduate high school and are accepted to a college or
university of their choice.

OUR MODEL

demonstrated
improvement in reading

of middle school students
demonstrated improvement

in mathematics

of Odyssey seniors graduated
high school on time (4 years)

 

of Odyssey students
demonstrated improvement
in writing as measured by a
rubric aligned to grade level
GA standards

of middle and high school
students met grade-level
standards in mathematics

of students missed 3 days or
fewer during the six weeks
of Odyssey

of elementary students
demonstrated improvement
in mathematics



THE CONTINUUM

ODYSSEY HAS AND WILL CONTINUE TO EVOLVE TO ADDRESS
THE MOST PRESSING BARRIERS TO SOCIO-ECONOMIC MOBILITY.

Over the last 10 years, Odyssey has continued to evolve its
operations to meet the needs of students and the community.

The diagram below provides a clear picture of the path to building
on the organization’s past success.

Focus on expanding grades
from K-12
Building district relationship
High school graduation 
College matriculation focused

Develop more data-driven organizational culture
Establish deeper and mutually beneficial partnership with Westminster
Establish a more comprehensive, purpose-based K-12 curriculum
Expand programs and partnerships to support college and career needs
Refine and more effectively market the Odyssey "story"
Add operational capacity with added staff and technology support 
Develop sustainable financial plan 

Build strong, innovative curriculum 
Strengthen district relationship
Increase partnerships
Improve internal operations 
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Special events for Odyssey serve multiple purposes.  First ,  they are
fun and provide a wonderful way for us to connect with each
other in a meaningful way. In addition, they allow us an
opportunity to meet new friends and to visit  with those who we
already know and love. For Odyssey,  they provide a unique
opportunity to share who we are with l ike-minded individuals
who are passionate about education. 

These events are incredible fundraising opportunities for us and
we thank you for your generous support!



THE FALL PARTY

An Evening Out for Odyssey at
Spanx was a huge success and
enabled us to gather together on
the beautiful rooftop of the Spanx
headquarters in Buckhead.
An Evening Out for Odyssey was
led by Co-chairs Kelly McGill and
Jacqulin Phillips and raised over
$70,000 in support of Odyssey. 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS: 
 

SPANX, BROOKHAVEN WINES, KALKA & BAER LLC, SAVANNAH BOURBON, VERNON
SPRINGS, HASTY POPE, MORGAN AND GLEN ROLLINS, THE LITTLE NOOK, TROUTMAN

SANDERS, AND KEEL VODKA. 



ODYSSEY BRUNCH

The Annual Brunch is Odyssey’s primary
fundraising event of the year. The 11th Annual
Brunch was held on February 3, 2020, at the
St. Regis Hotel in Buckhead. Chaired by
Chambless Kalka and Alden Potts, the event
brought together more than 550 Atlantans
who share our commitment to educational
access for all of Atlanta’s youth. It was a warm
and festive morning including a networking
brunch and raffle and raised over $230,000
for Odyssey.
. 

Along with our Presenting Sponsor, The Home Depot Foundation, we were proud and grateful to partner with our Platinum
Sponsor, The Coca-Cola Company, as well as Silver Sponsors, The Bus Stops Here Foundation, Berkshire Hathaway

HomeServices Georgia Properties, Dorsey Alston Realtors, and, MetroDerm P.C. Bronze Sponsors included: Atlanta Dental
Anesthesia, Georgia Power Company, Kalka & Baer LLC, L & C Wood Family Foundation, Metro Atlanta Ambulance Service,

The Montgomery Group, N3, Northside Hospital, Quantum Radiology and the Sartain Lanier Family Foundation! 



F I N A N C I A L S

UNAUDITED F INANCIAL S F OR F ISCAL  YEAR ENDING SEPT. 30, 2020

OPERATING BUDGET OF  $1,070,000
ENDOW MENT OF  $656,011
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T H A N K  Y O U  O D Y S S E Y  H E R O E S

Odyssey Heroes are given the unique
opportunity to engage with our Odyssey
students and witness first-hand the growth
and development exhibited year after year.
They receive periodic class updates,
participate in the end-of-summer
presentations and attend the exclusive
Senior Graduation Celebration.

Continued on the following page

Odyssey Heroes know the value of education and the impact it  has on
changing the trajectory of an entire family.  Their commitment is

demonstrated by a pledge of $2500 donated annually for four years.  What
was started with the commitment of four generous donors,  has now

grown to a thriving program with over 75 Hero commitments.
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THANK YOU ODYSSEY HEROES



Continued on the following page

Fulton County Office of Grants and Community Partnerships
The Westminster Schools
The Zeist Foundation

Best Buy Foundation
The Coca-Cola Company
Georgia-Pacific Foundation, Inc.
The Harland Foundation
The Home Depot Foundation
Hundredx, Inc.
Morgens West Foundation
The Pittulloch Foundation

Realan Foundation, Inc.
Rotary Educational Foundation 

of Atlanta, Inc.
Schwab Charitable
The Solstice Foundation
United Way of Greater Atlanta
The Edus H. and Harriet H. 

Warren Foundation

$50,000+

$10,000 - $24,999

$25,000 - $49,000

The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta
The Goizueta Foundation
The Harland Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Morgens West Foundation
The Sartain Lanier Family Foundation, Inc.

The costs of running Odyssey each summer are
significant, but we are able to provide a best-in-
class experiences to our students each summer
through the incredible generosity of corporations,
foundations, and individuals who donate financial
resources, time, and in-kind support.

The Atlanta Public Schools provides talented teachers for our program,
support in recruiting students and access to educational data. 

The Westminster Schools hosts all Odyssey programs, provides in-kind
donations in the form of facilities, technical assistance, and support services.

DONORS



Continued on the following page

Arrow Exterminators
Jen and Paul Bennecke
Bennett Thrasher Foundation, Inc.
Trameka and Jerome Bettis
The Virginia and Charles Brewer Family Foundation
Cynthia K. Cathy
Lane and Richard Courts
Cox Enterprises
Dorsey Alston, Realtors
Ford Motor Company
Rebecca and Sanjay Gupta
Douglas J. Hertz Foundation, Inc.
The Kalka Law Group, LLC
Amy Kim and John Gira
Patricia and William F. Lummus, Jr.
MetroDerm PC
Ashley and Prescott Miller
Deborah Penley Miller and Bruce Miller
Veronica Morrissette and Vince Gresham
N3
Alden and Carter Potts
Edith and Michael Rogers
Mary and EP Rogers Foundation Inc.
Phil Sanford
Wendy Stengel
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Taylor
Wells Fargo Foundation
Wells Fargo Advisors

$5,000 - $9,999

DONORS



Continued on the following page

A & J Manufacturing
Bus Stops Here Foundation
Comer Ireland Aebersold
Corrie and Aaron Alford
Atlanta Dental Anesthesia 
Bank of America
Susan and Brian Banner
Ashley and Lloyd Bell
Joanna and Robert Benson
Berkshire Hathaway
Tasneem Bhatia
Sarah Bochar Early and Scott Early
Brand Properties
Charles and Virginia Brewer
Susie and Bob Buck
Marnee and Tim Byrd
Campbell & Brannon
Camp-Younts Foundation
Jennifer Arrendale Campbell
Campbell & Brannon, LLC
Millay and Bill Chappell
Monica and John Coughlin
DaVita Kidney Care
Robert and Reed Deupree
Hanno and Carmen Ekdahl
Evans Litigation & Trial Law
Eleanor Ann and Tyler Fann
Fidelity Charitable
Jacqueline Flake-Dase
Georgia Power Foundation, Inc.
Reema and Kris Gillian
Nancy and Frank Glover
Margie and Barry Goheen
Goldman Sachs Gives
Ashton Hall
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
Georgia Properties

Elizabeth Hawk
Caroline and Bernard Heffernan
Harold Hirsch Scholarship Fund
Anne Park and Matt Hopkins
Laurie and John Hopkins Charitable Trust
Courtney and Jason Howard
Kate Bellows Hudson
The Hudson Law Group
Nicole and Andrew Ibbotson
InsuranceHub
C. Eugene Ireland Foundation
Jamestown
Catherine and J.J. Jaxon
Chambless and Tony Kalka
Sarah and Brian Kirsch
Blake and Chris Kopecky
Carrie England Lanier and Whit Lanier
Ted Lavender
Barbara Levy
The Livingston Foundation
The Lookout Foundation, Inc.
Arthur and Lindee Lucas Family
Christina and Walter McClelland
Yancey & John McCollum
Kelly and Curt McGill
Whitcliff Altamond McKnight, Jr.
Betsy and Geoffrey Meacham
Marni & Julian Mohr, Jr.
The Montgomery Group
Louise & Lane Moore
Lindsey and Richard Myung
National Christian Foundation
Michael Nies
Stacey and Davis Noell
Northside Hospital
Diamondis J. Papadopoulos MD
Ami Patel 

$2,500 - $4,999

DONORS



Continued on the following page

Komal Patel
Swati & Rahul Patel
Lys and Michael Paulhus
Piedmont Internal Medicine
Barbara Bing Pliner & Stuart Pliner
Hasty Pope
Tom & Meredith Pope
Alden and Carter Potts
Susan Prager Banner
Quantum Radiology
Mr. and Mrs. Pete Quinones
Stephanie Resnick
Carol Rice
Britt and Adam Richards
Emily Sauerteig 

Nicole Allen
Claire Parker and Ibrez Bandukwala
Krista Biondo
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Brown
Claudia and Jon Carroll
Erica Cummings
Larry Daniely
Courtney & Brian Deitz
Enterprise Holdings
Keith Evans
Laura Garvey
Georgia Fitness Solutions
Lea and Chuck Gilliland
Kathryn Gohde
Vincent Gresham
Emily and Matthew Heimermann
Lacy Lazzara Hernandez
Amy Hoffman
Dana Hudepohl

Mary and Kristian Schwartz
Nadia Mohammed and Khalid Shash
Kathryn and Jay Simms
Alison Small
Michael Vincent Smith, MD
Linda and Joel Smith
Wendy and William Stengel
Laura and Peter Troup
Vanguard Charitable
Steven Walker
Kelly and Rod Westmoreland
Anna and Warren Wick
Baade and Roger Wilson
L&C Wood Family Foundation

Jamestown
Kiwanis Club of Atlanta
Jennifer Latz
Julie Lott
Sarah McElroy
Wendy and Matt Miller
Richard Morgan
Thomas Musy
Kara Mylod
Willson and David Overend
Jessica Pardi
Komal Patel
Deanna Ramey Pham
Amanda Price
Jennifer Robinson
Glen Rollins
Keri Roth
Sandy Schmal

$2,500 - $4,999

$1,000 - $2,499

DONORS
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Melanie and Stephen Schoen
Meredith Shaugnnessy
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Sandy Smith
Parker Tekin
Thomas Eye Group
Caroline McLean Tolleson

Amanda Abelita
Estelle Afshar
Jennifer Alewine
Farnaz Ali Khan
Amber Almond
Stephanie Alvarez
Ann Anderson
Kristy Anderson
Stephanie Anderson
Nicole Andujar
Stacey Apple
Rob Armstrong
Greg Ashley
Timna Augustine
Gunjan Bahl
Dr. Mary J. Bailey
Brianna Barbour
Kimberly Bartlett
Jerry Baskin
Elise Baumann
Jenny C Beauchamp
Bianca Bell
Elizabeth Bitter
Danielle Blake
Lisa Blanco
Kristen & Todd Blankenbecler
Colleen Blau

Vein Center of North Georgia
Lara Wakely
Margaret and Ed Wasson
Joe Wilkins
Heather Wininger
Emily Wottrich

Katie Boone
Martha Bosworth
Christine Boucher
Danielle Boyd
Barbara B. Boyd
Shanna Bradley
Lee Bradshaw
Josie Brockman
Heery Brothers
Jessica Brown
Kristin Buhay
Kate Burke
Lauren Burthey
Zariah Monique Cain
Kathryn Calhoun
Bliss Campbell
Sharon Campbell
Deneen Campbell
Joanne and Phil Carabillo
Dana L. Carpenter
Megan Carr
Angie Carrano
Susan R Carroll
The Caton Family Charitable Foundation
Elena Chang
Katherine Chapman
Brian Clark

$1,000 - $2,499

FRIENDS OF ODYSSEY

DONORS
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Anna Clark
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Gergana Coyne
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Tess Dean
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Sarita C Escalente
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Alternative Gift Fair
Allison Farmer
Lindsay Ferguson
Dianne Fields
Sherry Parker Fitch
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McCamey Fontes
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Ashley Frieden
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Merrilee Gober
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Mary Elizabeth Gump
Tina Gupta Patel
Lynn Guyton
Rand and Seth Hagen
Ashley Hall
Sharena Hall
Louise Hammer
Valerie Hammerton
Nicole Harmon

FRIENDS OF ODYSSEY

DONORS
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Hil Harper
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Susan and Scott Hawkins
The Hawkins Foundation
Ingrid Hayes
Denise Hendrix
Adrienn Henningsen
Emilie Henry
Emily Hertz
Joyce Hicks
Kereth Hicks
Ashley Hill
Marion Hindman
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Pilar Keagy Johnson
Meagan F Jones
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Shannon Kahn
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Jennifer and Sam Kellett, Jr.
Kirsten Kenna
Sarah Kenning
Tiffany Kent
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Carrie Kitchin
Susan Knox
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Catherine Kotchen
Catherine and Kenny Kraft
Amy and Bob Kramer
Lauren Kuzniak
Nicole LaBeach
Priti Lakha
Anand Lalaji
Paige Lambert
Sydney Langdon
Landon Lanier
Shilpi & Raja Laskar
Christine Law
Amy Lea
Mack Leath
Dana Lee
Leigh Lemaster
Lindsay Levin
Jessica Li Bieg
Lauren and Mark Lindenbaum
Louisa Liss
Katy Lucas
Jessica C Maguire
Amanda Mansfield
Margaret & Chris Martin
Caroline Masucci
Kellam Mattie
Ellen Padesky Maturen
Missy Maude

FRIENDS OF ODYSSEY
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Caroline McClelland
Christina McClelland
Lauren and Michael McDaniel
Tish McDonald
Stephanie McDonald
Alexandra McDonald
David Meadows
Mandira Mehra
Rachel Mepani
Elizabeth Watts Metcalf
Anna Meyerson
Scott and Denise Miller
Helen Mitchell
Antonia Lang Mitchell
Marjorie Mitchell
Elizabeth Moore
Kodi Moore
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Jennifer Robinson
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Amanda Rose
Lyle Ross
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Samantha Sergent
Stephen Severino
Reshma Shah
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Amy Shapiro
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ODYSSEY PARTNERS



Jeff Cohen | Executive Director

jeffcohen@odysseyatlanta.org

Jennifer Kellett |  Director of Development

jenniferkellett@odysseyatlanta.org

Ronald Bastien |  Program Director

ronaldbastien@odysseyatlanta.org

Anne Weitekamp | Development and Program

Administrative Assistant

anneweitekamp@odysseyatlanta.org

Grace Bocchino |  College Counseling

Ann Tedesco |  Elementary Director

Michelle Hayes |  Middle School Director

Melissa Douglas |  High School Director

ODYSSEY TEAM MEMBERS

mailto:jeffcohen@odysseyatlanta.org
mailto:jenniferkellett@odysseyatlanta.org
mailto:ronaldbastien@odysseyatlanta.org
mailto:anneweitekamp@odysseyatlanta.org


Odyssey Heroes are given the unique opportunity to engage with
our Odyssey students and witness first-hand the growth and
development exhibited year after year. They receive periodic
class updates, participate in the end-of-summer presentations
and attend the exclusive Senior Graduation Celebration.

Catherine Jaxon, Board Member

My goal is to expose more children to higher quality education as well as
embody the mission of Odyssey: a quest for knowledge, a path to college. I
want to guide students on their quest for knowledge, so that their path to
college will be limitless and attainable.

I am thankful for all that Odyssey did for me while I was scholar, and still
continues to do now, as I am an alumnus. I am thankful for the continued
support of this program by special people like you, who see the value in
programs like this and the potential in students like me.

Aja Patterson, Odyssey Scholar

I was quickly enthralled by the mission of Odyssey, the
engagement of the students and staff, and the call to make
a lasting difference in our scholars’ lives.

Michelle Hayes, Middle School Director

ODYSSEY




